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Mr. Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1953* 

Further  staff  changes  occurred  in  the  sanitary  department 
during  the  year.  Mr. Sharpe  relinquished  his  appointment  ofl  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector  in  May  and  the  vacancy  was.  filled  by  Mr.CutlacJc 
in  July.  Progress  was  not  possible  in  dealing  with  many  sub-standard 
properties  in  the  town  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how. such  a  small 
Authority  will  face  the  issues  raised  in  new  legislation  without 
considerable  financial  assistance.  The  major  problems  relating  to  the 
water  supply  are  within  sight  of  solution  now  that  the  De  Lank  Scheme 
is  on  the  road  to  completion. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for  their 
help  during  the  year. 

1.  STATISTICS. 

" 

General  Statistics. 


Area  in  Acres  3 > 3^3 

Estimated  mid-year  population  2,783 

Humber  of  Inhabited  Houses.  1,040 

Rateable  Value  £22,309 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £92 

C  amp ar ability  Factor  Births  0.^8 

Deaths  O.72 


Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births. 


TABLE  1. 


Number  of  Live  Births  Registered  193.3-- 


Male.  Female* 

Legitimate  33  26 

Illegitimate  -  1 

Total.  33  .  -22_Z 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  21*5 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  England 

&  Wales.  13 • 3 


Tot  al • 

39 

1 

To — 


Still  Births. 

Two  legitimate  stillbirths  were  notified,  one  male  and  one 

female  • 


Deaths. 


Male « 

16 


Number  of  Registered  Deaths. 1933.* 

Female.  f  otal^ 


23 


39 


Crude  Death  Hate  per  1,000  population  14 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  England  &  wales.  11.4 


p 


) 
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Infant  Deaths. 


One  infant  death  was  recorded  of  a  legitimate  male  child 
in  the  first'  month  of  life. 

TABLH,  11. 


Distribu tion  of  Deaths  by  Diseases* 


Male . 

Female . 

Total . 

Diseases  of  the  Heart 

8 

13 

23 

Diseases  of  Intracranial  Vessels 

1 

4 

3 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

— 

— 

Respiratory  Diseases  (ex.T.B.) 

- 

1 

l 

Accidental  Deaths 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer 

3 

2 

3 

Other  Causes 

3 

— 

3 

16 

23 

22 

TaBLM  111. 

Distribution  of  Deaths 

by  Ages. 

Mai  e . 

Female  • 

Total . 

0-1  month. 

1 

1 

1  month  -  40  years 

41  -  60 

2 

3 

3 

61  -  70 

3 

z 

3 

71  -  80 

6 

9 

13 

81  -  90 

4 

8 

12 

91  and  over 

— 

1 

1 

vX> 

1 — 1 

21 

22 

The  vital  statistics  show  no  significant  change  during  the 
year.  The  birth  rate  remains  high,  presumably  for  the  same  reason 
as  expressed  in  my  last  report. 

11 >  GDNDRaL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Hospital  Services. 

Do  changes  occurred  in  the  hospitals  serving  the  district 
during  the  year 

County  Council  Services* 

Do  modifications  in  the  services  provided  by  the  Count3»- 
Council  were  made  during  the  year,  the  infant  ivelfare  centre  continued 
to  be  well  attended  and  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to 
the  valuable  assistance  given  by  the  voluntary  lady  helpers.  The 
nidwives  ante-*natal  clinic  was  temporarily  suspended  in  view  of  the 
small  number  of  attendances.  General  nursing  and  midwifery  services 
were  provided  by  two  C.C.N.A.  District-Nurse  Midwives,  who  conducted 
30  confinements  or  30$  of  the  total  births. 

The  immunisat ion  rate  of  children  in  their  first  year  is  still 
low.  Twenty  six  of  49  children  received  a  combined  course  of  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough  immunisation  and  5  for  diphtheria  only  during  the 
year.  Twenty  seven  persons  received  prinarjr  vaccination  against 
small -pox  and  4  were  re -vaccinated. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
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The  Hone  Help  Service  operated  on  a  small  scale.  Five 
iamilies  were  given  domestic  assistance  on  medical  grounds  under  the 
County  Council's  arrangements. 


111.  SaNITaRY  circumstances. 


Water  Supplies. 

The  town’s  supply  continued  to  give  water  of  satisfactory 
bacteriological  quality  and  no  major  deficiencies  occurred  during  the 
year.  With  the  completion  of  the  Wadebridge  De.Lank  Scheme  it  would 
appear  that  the  town's  previous  difficulties  in  relation  to  quantity 
will  now  be  over* 


Results  of  Samples , 1953 . 
Table  iv. 


Date . 


Probable  Probable 

C ol i f orm .  Faecal  Coli. 


7-1-53- 

14.1.55. 

18.2*53- 
11-3-33- 
18. 3. 53. 

13-5-53- 

7-7-53* 

23-9-53- 

14.10.53- 
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Sewage_  Disposal. 

No  extensions  to  the  aewarage  system  were  made  and  the  Council 
were  unable  to  make  any  material  progress  on  the  proposed  new  sewerage. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  Credis  Mine  Refuse  dump  continued  to  cause  a  little  anxiety 
by  lack  of  reasonable  control  but  new  measures  to  improve  the  site 
should  result  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  at  the  dump. 


Sanitary  Inspection. 

Summary  of  Visits. 

9 
1 
6 
2 
15 


Food  Premises 

Bakeries 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Factories 

Housing  Inspection 


IV.  FOOD  iiND  DRUGS. 

Nine  visits  were  made  to  food  preparing  premises.  Eighty  eight 
tins  of  various  food  stuffs,  73  lbs  of  tinned  meat,  1271bs  of  beef, 

5  stones  of  pilchards  were  declared  as  unfit  for  consumption.  No 
additions  were  made  to  the  Dairy  Register,  and  no  milk  samples  were 
submitted  during  the  year.  The  ^ounty  Council's  Inspectors  sampled 
26  milk  and  18  other  food  stuffs,  one  of  which  was  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory . 


v.  Factories  ^nd  workshops. 


No  visits  were  to  the  registered  premises  and  no 

obse-ryatiCJis  were  received  from  H.M. Inspector  of  Factories. 
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Two  out -workers  were  notified  by  the  Borough  of  iinsburv  and  th« 
premises  were  found  to  bo  satisfactory.  ury  and  the 

VI.  HOUSING, 

nnA  Twenty-six  houses  were  completed  by  the  Local  Authority 

t  t?  pate  ??ter?rise *  0ne  h0USG  which  became  empty  was  represented 
to  the  Council  under  Section  11, Housing  Act, 1936.  Through  lack  of 

a  ternative  accommodation  the  house  has  had  to  continue  in  use. 


Vll.  PRAVaLANCE^lFD  control 

OF  INFECTIOUS  Distil SlH 


Seven  cases  of  measles  wore  the 
notified  during  the  year,  other  than  two 
pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary . 


only  infectious 
cases  of  tubercul 


di soases 
osis,  one 


There 

contacts  were  gi 


were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  and  4  household 
ven  B.C-G.  Vaccination. 


I  beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  Ru«ED. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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